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6 ways
to have a successful
Tea & Mystery Event!
1. Most importantly require registration for the event.  Tea & Mystery events are driven by good group discussion about the participants’ favorite mysteries.  To ensure a good discussion, please require participants to sign up in advance.  

2. Have a variety of mystery books, videos, audiobooks, etc. available in the meeting room.  Not only does this make a great display, it encourages patrons to check out items.

3. Encourage patrons to bring their favorite mystery books along.  If participants are up for it, our discussion can always benefit from a little show-and-tell.

4. Don’t be afraid to get a little creative!  While a simple meeting room is fine for the discussion, feel free to use props such as police tape, magnifying glasses, etc. to set the scene for a mystery discussion.  Some libraries have even gone as far as to draw a chalk outline on the floor.  Whatever you think makes a mystery, incorporate this into your theme.

5. Invite local media to attend the event or to write a piece about it in your local newspaper.  This helps get the word out about the program!
6. Food is always fun! I will be bringing several kinds of teas and an assortment of cookies, however, you can feel free to add to the menu or even encourage a pot-luck among your patrons.  

*****
Tea & Mystery events generally take about an hour and thirty minutes to two hours depending on attendance and discussion.  Please limit attendance to about 15-20 people to ensure that all participants have the opportunity to discuss their favorites.  If you have more than this who want to attend, we can always schedule two sessions!

I’ve attached some flyers that you can use to promote the event in your library.  Please be sure to call or e-mail me a couple of days prior to the event to confirm the number of participants so that I can prepare the correct number of handouts for the group.  My contact information is below:

******
Rebecca Benston

937-346-3587

lonestoryteller@yahoo.com
Thanks again for inviting me to present Tea & Mystery to your patrons!

